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E
veryone is convinced, from the pope to 
European cardinals to the U.S. bishops, 
including our own Archbishop José 
H. Gomez: we must ensure that each 

parish is a place of  evangelization — a 
place of  welcome; of  deep encounter with 
Christ; of  life-transforming catechesis; of  
active sacramental participation; of  con-
version and growth, of  fellowship, service 
and outreach. In a word, a place where we 
“come and see” and from which we “go 
and tell” of  the goodness of  the Lord.

While on the 20th anniversary of  the 
papal visit, Archbishop Gomez reiterated 
Pope John Paul II’s 1987 call to be zealous 
in inviting others to our parishes (cf. www.
satodayscatholic.org), Cardinal Peter 
Erdo, archbishop of  Esztergom-Budapest 
spoke at the fifth International Congress 
for the New Evangelization in Hungary 
saying that we need “to deepen the faith, 
spirituality and missionary awareness 
of  those who are already working in 
the parishes, that is, priests, religious, 
catechists and laypeople,” “get in contact 
with the whole parish community, also in a 
liturgical way,” and find ways of  “opening 
to the world… where many do not believe 
and do not know Christ’s message or have 
not been baptized.” These steps can and 
must be taken concurrently, utilizing the 
gifts of  all and working together for the 
building up of  the body.

DEVELOPING PARISH EVANGELIZATION 
TEAMS TO IMPLEMENT ‘GO AND MAKE 
DISCIPLES’ — A NATIONAL PLAN

In 1992, in Go and Make Disciples: A 
National Plan and Strategy for Catholic 
Evangelization in the United States, the 

U.S. bishops stressed the 
need for collaboration 
and structure if  this 
inward and outward 
movement of  ongoing 
conversion and 
intentional invitation 
is to happen effectively: 
“Each parish should 
have an evangelization 
team trained and 
prepared to help the whole parish 
implement the goals and objectives of  this 
plan. These teams could train Catholics in 
evangelization and provide resources to 
individuals, families and parish groups.” 
(No. 136) Later, in Thy Kingdom Come: 
A Manual for Evangelization Staff, the 
bishops reiterated the call saying: “Since 
evangelization is the essential mission of  
the church and the parish is the church 
present in a given place, all parishes 
should have evangelization teams, or at 
least individual evangelizers, working 
closely with the pastor, council and staff. 
An evangelization team is not a luxury 
or an addition, but a part of  normal 
parish planning, normal parish life. The 
long-term effectiveness of  their ministry 
depends on how successfully they can 
move evangelization from the “take-it-or-
leave-it” margin to the “must-do” core. 

Helping parishes form such teams 
and equipping parish evangelizers is 
something the archdiocesan Office for 
Evangelization is committed to. Leadership 
gatherings, workshops and study sessions 
are currently being offered, along with 
training and assistance with outreach 
projects, to assist pastors and parish staffs 

in selecting and forming 
team members. Some 
parish leaders may 
think, “We have too 
much going on” or “My 
parish is too small and 
our resources limited.” 
Neither the size nor 
the location nor the 
complexities of  parish 
life should prevent 

every parish from seriously considering 
designating a group of  committed 
Catholics to help the entire community 
implement Go and Make Disciples.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME? THE FAITH THAT IS 
SHARED IS STRENGTHENED

Experience has shown that individuals 
and parishes see a great return for 
their investment of  time, treasure and 
talent, for “Faith is strengthened when 
it is given to others!” (Pope John Paul 
II: Redemptoris missio, No. 2) Practicing 
Catholics will become more enthused 
in their faith and live it more actively 
(Goal I); inactive Catholics will be sought 
out and loved back to the church, while 
unchurched neighbors and friends will be 
invited to hear the message of  salvation 
in Jesus Christ and to join us in the 
fullness of  the Catholic faith (Goal II); 
and this increasingly evangelized and 
evangelizing community of  faith will 
be better equipped to continue fostering 
Gospel values in our society, transforming 
our nation by the saving power of  Jesus 
Christ. (Goal III) Now, if  these are not 
desirable and doable goals for any parish, I 
don’t know what are! 

HOME VISITATION TRAINING WORKSHOP 
(SIX HOURS TOTAL) 

For all parishioners. In Spanish and 
English. Light meals included. Two sites:

St. Henry Church Hall: Sept. 25 (6-9 p.m.) 
and Oct. 2 (6-9 p.m.) 

St. Mark the Evangelist Church 
Christopher Hall: Oct. 13 (9 a.m.-3 p.m.)

LEADERS HOME VISITATION REPORTING 
AND EVALUATION AND PLANNING MEETING

For priests, deacons, parish staff, P.E.T. 
members, Home Visitation Ministry 
leaders and other parish leaders. In 
Spanish and English. Light meals included. 
Two locations:

St. Henry Church Hall: Oct. 23 (6-9 p.m.) 
St. Mark the Evangelist Church 

Christopher Hall: Oct. 30 (6-9 p.m.) 
To register or for information, contact the 

Office for Evangelization at (210) 734-1990 
or MFernandez-Sardina@archsa.org. 

A well-formed, properly-trained and 
adequately-equipped parish evangelization 
team in your parish will make this 
possible. As the U.S. bishops have said, 
rather than a luxury or an addition to your 
existing parish structure, the team is an 
essential part of  normal parish life. Let 
us help you form, train and equip your 
parish for effective Catholic evangelization 
outreach so that it is all it is meant to be — 
for insiders and outsiders alike. 

Martha Fernández-Sardina iS the director of the 
archdiocesan Office for Evangelization and an 
international bilingual speaker. 

a Screening oF the film “Sister Rose’s 
Passion” and a talk by Father John 
Pawlikowski will be held Oct. 2 at the 
St. Paul Community Center. Among the 
sponsoring organizations for the evening 
are the San Antonio Jewish Federation and 
Oblate School of Theology, among others. 
Close relations have been a hallmark 
between Catholics and those of the 
Jewish faith in San Antonio. The following 
comments are excerpted from a talk given 
by Auxiliary Bishop Patrick J. Zurek at a 
Sabbath service at Temple Beth-El in San 
Antonio.

I
t was Pope John XXIII who dra-
matically directed the Second 
Vatican Council to speak clearly 
about the relationship between 

Catholics and Jews. On Nov. 19, 
1963, Cardinal Bea “revealed that 
Pope John himself  had ordered 
preparation of  a text concerning 
the Jews. The pope “had, in fact, 
approved the basic lines of  the 
document some months before he 
died.” (Nostra Aetate, Article 4)

In that article we find the fol-
lowing statements: “The church 
repudiates all persecutions 
against any man. Moreover, 
mindful of  her common patrimo-
ny with the Jews, and motivated 
by the Gospel’s spiritual love and 
by no political considerations, 
she deplores the hatred, persecu-
tions and displays of  anti-Semi-
tism directed against the Jews at 
any time and from any source.”

Then, paraphrasing from the 
Roman Catechism of  the Coun-
cil of  Trent (1566), Nostra Aetate 
says, “The church has always 
held and continues to hold, 
Christ, in his boundless love, 
freely underwent his passion 
and death because of  the sins 
of  all men (people), so that all 
might attain salvation.”

It continues, “We cannot in 
truthfulness call upon that God 
who is the father of  all if  we 
refuse to act in a brotherly way 
toward certain men, created 
though they be to the image of  
God. A person’s relationship 
with God the father and his 
relationship with his brother 
men are so linked together that 
Scripture says: ‘He who does not 
love, does not know God.’”

What is significant about 
these statements from Nostra 
Aetate is that they are not simply 
statements or declarations, but 
because they were promulgated 
by all the bishops of  the Catholic 
Church, including Pope Paul VI, 
is that they take on or become 
doctrinal statement. Unlike 
disciplinary statements that can 
change, doctrinal statements 
take on a binding and unchange-
able character!

The Catechism of  the Council 
of  Trent teaches that “Christian 
sinners are more to blame for 
the death of  Christ than those 
few Jews who brought it about.”

The Roman Catechism (1560) 
of  the Council of  Trent is cited 
by the Catechism of  the Catholic 
Church to underscore that “we 
cannot lay responsibility for 
the trial of  Jesus on the Jews in 
Jerusalem as a whole … still less 
can we extend responsibility to 
other Jews of  different times and 
places.” (No. 597) “Since our sins 
made the Lord Christ suffer the 
torment of  the cross, those who 
plunge themselves into disorders 
and crimes crucify the son of  God 
anew in their hearts … Our crime 
in this case is greater in us than 
in the Jews. As for them, accord-
ing to the witness of  the apostle, 
‘None of  the rulers of  this age 
understood this; for if  they had, 
they would not have crucified the 
Lord of  Glory.’ We, however, pro-
fess to know him. And when we 
deny him by our deed, we in some 
way seem to lay violent hands on 
him.”

On the first Sunday of  Lent, 
2000, Pope John Paul II, during 
the Mass at St. Peter’s prayed for 
forgiveness of  the sins that the 

church may 
have commit-
ted in regard 
to various 
groups. He 
prayed for 
reconcilia-
tion. In the 
fourth prayer 
he specifically prayed for forgive-
ness from the Jewish people.

The prayer went as follows: 
“God of  our fathers, you chose 
Abraham and his descendents to 
bring your name to the nations: 
we are deeply saddened by the be-
havior of  those who in the course 
of  history have caused these 
children of  yours to suffer, and 
asking your forgiveness we wish 
to commit ourselves to genuine 
brotherhood with the people of  
the covenant.” 

From the point of  view of  the 
Catholic Church, Judaism is a 
religion that springs from divine 
revelation.

As Cardinal Kasper noted, 
“God’s grace, which is the grace 
of  Jesus Christ according to our 
faith, is available to all. Therefore, 
the church believes that Judaism, 
i.e., the faithful response of  the 
Jewish people to God’s irrevoca-
ble covenant, is salvific for them, 
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Giving witness to our common heritage because God is faithful to his 
promises.” (Evangelii Nunci-
andi, 21)

This statement about God’s 
saving covenant is quite 
specific to Judaism. Though 
the Catholic Church respects 
all religious traditions and 
through dialogue with them 
can discern the workings of  
the Holy Spirit, and though 
we believe God’s infinite grace 

is surely available to believers 
of  other faiths, it is only about 
Israel’s covenant that the church 
can speak with the certainly of  
the biblical witness.

This is because Israel’s Scrip-
tures form part of  our own 
biblical canon and they have a 
“perpetual value … that has not 
been canceled by the later inter-
pretation of  the New Testament.” 
(Evangelii Nunciandi, 22)

I should like to end with a quote 
from our Christian Scriptures. 
It is taken from the Letter of  St. 
Paul to the Church in Colossae. 
“Put on then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience, bearing 
with one another and forgiving 
one another, if  one has a griev-
ance against another; as the Lord 
has forgiven you, so must you also 
do. And over all these put on love, 
that is, the bond of  perfection.” 
(Col 3:12-14)


