
OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY UNDER ATTACK
7 CONCRETE EXAMPLES

from Our First, Most Cherished Liberty, 
a statement issued by the Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty, 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

D I S C R I M I N AT I O N
against small church congregations

CHURCH STRUCTURE & GOVERNANCE
ALTERING

Christian Students
O N  C A M P U S

D I S C R I M I N AT I O N
against Catholic humanitarian services

? ?

FOSTER CARE
& ADOPTION SERVICES

Boston, San Francisco, the District of Columbia, 
and the state of Illinois have driven local Catholic 

Charities out of the business of providing adoption 
or foster care services—by revoking their licenses, 

by ending their government contracts, or 
both—because those Charities refused to place 

children with same-sex couples or unmarried 
opposite-sex couples who cohabit.

In its over-100-year history, 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA HASTINGS COLLEGE OF LAW 
has denied student organization status to only one group, 

THE CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY
because it required its leaders to be Christian and 
to abstain from sexual activity outside of marriage.

H H S  M A N D AT E
for contraception, sterilization
and abortion-inducing drugs

“It is a matter of whether religious people and institutions may be forced by 
the government to provide coverage for contraception or sterilization, even if 
that violates their religious beliefs.” -Archbishop William E. Lori

Several states have recently passed laws that forbid what the government deems 
“harboring” of undocumented immigrants - and what the Church deems Christian 
charity and pastoral care to those immigrants. Perhaps the most egregious of these 

is in Alabama, where the Catholic bishops, in cooperation with the Episcopal and 
Methodist bishops of Alabama, filed suit against the law:  
The law prohibits almost everything which would assist an undocumented 
immigrant... This new Alabama law makes it illegal for a Catholic priest to baptize, 
hear the confession of, celebrate the anointing of the sick with, or preach the word of 
God to, an undocumented immigrant... It is illegal to allow them to attend adult 
scripture study groups, or attend CCD or Sunday school classes. It is illegal for the 

clergy to counsel them in times of difficulty or in preparation for marriage.

IMMIGRATION
LAWST

AT
E

in Alabama
& other states

New York City enacted a rule that barred the Bronx 
Household of Faith and sixty other churches from renting 
public schools on weekends for worship services even 
though non-religious groups could rent the same schools 
for scores of other uses. While this would not frequently 
affect Catholic parishes, which generally own their own 
buildings, it would be devastating to many smaller 
congregations. It is a simple case of discrimination against 
religious believers.

Notwithstanding years of 
excellent performance by 
the United States 
Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Migration and 
Refugee Services in 

administering contract services for victims of human 
trafficking, the federal government changed its contract 
specifications to require us to provide or refer for 
contraceptive and abortion services in violation of Catholic 
teaching. Religious institutions should not be disqualified 
from a government contract based on religious belief, 
and they do not somehow lose their religious identity or 
liberty upon entering such contracts.

In an unprecedented way, the federal government will both force 
religious institutions to facilitate and fund a product contrary to their 

own moral teaching and purport to define which religious institutions are 
“religious enough” to merit protection of their religious liberty. These 

features of the “preventive services” mandate amount to an unjust law.

SCHOOL

Text taken from “Our First, Most Cherished Liberty: A Statement on Religious Liberty”, published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty. Find the 
complete text at: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/our-first-most-cherished-liberty.cfm

Produced by the Office for Evangelization, Archdiocese of San Antonio. For more information, contact Evangelization@archsa.org or (210) 734-1990

www.FortnightForFreedom.com   www.archsa.org/FreedomOfReligion   www.ReligiousLiberties.org

In 2009,
the Judiciary Committee 

of the Connecticut Legislature proposed a bill that would 
have forced Catholic parishes to be restructured according 

to a congregational model, recalling the trusteeism controversy of 
the early nineteenth century, and prefiguring the federal 

government’s attempts to redefine for the Church “religious 
minister” and  “religious employer” in the years since.


